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After a nice long break, 

the band students are 

once again busy 

learning scales, dabbling 

in music history, and re-

fining 

their concert music.  

  

As our spring concert on 

Thursday, May 27th draws 

near, I have 

become reflective of sev-

eral areas of this program 

and its members.  

 

The strides that the stu-

dents have made with 

regard to improvement of 

note reading, discipline, 

insight, and confidence, 

have been incredible.  

 St. Francis Xavier Band 

students also seem to 

have developed a close-

ness with one another 

because 

they all share this com-

mon interest in playing 

music.  They know how 

to push themselves to 

achieve in other areas 

other than academics, and 

this will show up in their 

performance at the con-

cert. 

  

Good music, good work, 

good kids!  

 

Mrs. Fantauzza 

 

Did you know that Mo-

town just celebrated 

it’s 50th Anniversary?  

Our Spring Program 

will showcase some of 

the wonderful music 

produced by the landmark record com-

pany.  The students have been learning 

about how Barry Gordy, along with the 

many talented people who worked with 

him, built the first African-American 

owned record label to reach widespread 

national acclaim.    

Motown also broke down racial preju-

dice by becoming the 

most successful inde-

pendent record com-

pany in history.  We 

have listened to many 

musical artists that  recorded with Mo-

town like Smokey Robinson, Diana 

Ross and the Supremes, The Jackson 5, 

Stevie Wonder, Martha Reeves and 

Mary Wells.   

Mrs. Swearingen 

Mark your calendar!                    

May 20th, 2010 at 7:00pm                 

Forever Motown! 

Preparing Sweet Music 

April 26—May 4:  Measures of 

Academic Progress (MAP) assess-

ment  

April 30:  Eighth Grade Kindness 

Retreat 

April 30:  Land O’ Lakes Boys 

Choir Performance 12:30pm in 

Trinity Hall 

May 3—7:  MS Special Art Class  

May 10—12:  8th Grade Class Trip 

May 10—15:  6th Grade to Camp 

Foley 

May 14:  7th Grade to play—The 

Outsiders 

May 20:  Spring Program:  Forever 

Motown! 

June 3:  8th Grade Banquet 

June 4:  Last Day of School for 8th 

graders 

June 5:  8th Grade Graduation at 

5pm Mass 

June 10:  Last Day of School    

Upcoming MS 

Events 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://adbranddevelopment.com/yahoo_site_admin/assets/images/MoTown.246183851_std.gif&imgrefurl=http://adbranddevelopment.com/gallery&usg=__bmqejELH6kIfHa6nm28MQQMmWY4=&h=538&w=538&sz=12&hl=en&start=1&itbs=1&tbnid=MKq-ZrKxY
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://spotifyplaylists.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/633/MOTOWN.jpg&imgrefurl=http://spotifyplaylists.co.uk/2009/02/18/mojos-100-greatest-motown-tracks/&usg=__ZnYysuN4IiZpxPrJVqchwGtCZlk=&h=896&w=1024&sz=190&hl=en&start=2&itbs=


P a g e  2  S m a c k  D a b  i n  t h e  M i d d l e !  

Reading the Classics 
Language Arts 6:  We are deep into 

Treasure Island in a battle 

between Jim Hawkins, 

along with the rest of the 

crew, and the pirates.  The 

search for the treasure is 

no longer first on the 

minds of everyone.  Stu-

dents are learning vocabu-

lary and working on com-

prehension questions as we 

read this story.  Students are also 

studying subjective pronouns, as well 

as weekly spelling work and writing 

journals.  There is a test on subjec-

tive pronoun usage on April 28th. 

Language Arts 7:  We are close to 

finishing The Outsiders. Following 

the novel, students will be writing 

papers on who they think is the hero 

of the story.  Rough drafts of the pa-

pers will be due early next 

week.  We will also be 

watching the film version 

of the book.  Students are 

working on a PowerPoint 

presentation with advice 

for the sixth graders who 

are going to Camp Foley in 

a few weeks.  I am looking 

forward to some words of 

wisdom from them.  Students con-

tinue to work on Greek and Latin 

roots and weekly journals.  The 

Greek myth summaries were very 

well done.  I hope the students found 

them interesting as well. 

Language Arts 8:   Life in the secret 

annex is becoming more difficult as 

the war continues and food supplies 

are dwindling.  It is now December 

1943 and squabbles in the annex are 

common as all are under the stress of 

the war close outside their walls.  

Students are still able to relate to 

Anne’s honest portrayal of her ado-

lescence, despite the differences in 

circumstances.  I am enjoying read-

ing the student’s book reports of the 

novels they read that were set during 

WWII.  Students are also working on 

original stories which they will also 

illustrate in Art class.  Students have 

weekly journal assignments and vo-

cabulary work and tests. 

Mrs. Lenczewski 

Middle school Family and Consumer 

Science is off and running.  The sixth 

graders have chosen their fantasy 

jobs as a teenager and received their 

first fantasy payroll check.  They too 

have met expenses in their role and 

are learning about financial resource 

management.  This activity will con-

tinue throughout the quarter as I try 

to add some fun and real life twists.  

In addition we are studying the be-

havior of young children and how it 

relates to their role as a babysitter.  

After that we will discuss food and 

fitness. 

 

The seventh grad-

ers are discussing 

health and nutrition and its real life 

application.  Within a week we will 

be starting food preparation labs.  

First, we will cover food safety, sani-

tation and techniques used in the 

kitchen, then compare and 

contrast convenience food 

and home cooked foods.  

We will continue on with 

preparation of everyday 

foods contained in the 

breads, eggs and fruits and 

vegetable groups. 

 

Parenting, family lifestyles and fam-

ily challenges are the beginning top-

ics for the eighth graders.  Follow-

ing, we will focus on the topic of 

employment.  We will discuss the 

expectations of the employer and 

employee, practice interviewing and 

then complete a job application.  To 

introduce clothing construction we 

will discuss ward-

robe selection, 

maintenance, and 

enhancement.  That 

unit culminates 

with the construc-

tion of lounge 

pants. 

 

Mrs. Hance 

 

Hereôs the FACS! 



P a g e  3  

Historical Happenings 

All Middle School students are busy with projects us-

ing the iMovie and Garage Band programs.  

 

6th grade is making a Fruit PSA entirely in Spanish.  

They record then load their recordings into their com-

puters where they will edit it into a 90 second spot to 

tell everyone the benefits of eating fruit.  

 

7th grade is also doing a Spanish-technology cross 

over song/poem project. Each group/individual is re-

cording a song/poem in Garage Band and will transfer 

the file to iMovie where they will add images to go 

along with the sound.  

 

8th grade is working on their memory movie. All 

grades will work on these projects for the entire quar-

ter and will bring a copy of their finished project 

home.   

 

I can't wait to see them all! 

 

Mrs. Yakesh 

V o l u m e  3   I s s u e  7  

Working Together Across 

Curriculum Areas 

As we move into the final quarter 

(where did the year go??) the 8th Grad-

ers are touring 

Europe.  Although there is 

a lot of testing going on at 

this time of the year, we are 

hoping to get over to Rus-

sia.  The unit on Europe is 

a lot of fun.  All of the 

places that I’d love to go, and hope to 

someday. Most of our ancestors are 

from one or more of these countries. 

We will study their culture, languages 

and foods.  Religions, minerals, gov-

ernment and products will also be on 

the roster to look at.  

The 7th Graders are fighting their way 

through the Civil War now, that 

bloodiest of all wars 

fought in 

our his-

tory.  I used 

to be in a 

Civil War 

re-

enactment group once 

upon a time, so I’ll bring in my uni-

form and equipment for “show and 

tell”.  We hope to race forward and 

end up studying World War 2.  Like 

General George Patton, we will have 

to dash through the chapters until we 

get to that objective.  We have a movie 

and, possibly, a WW2  veteran to 

speak to the students. This should be a 

bang-up finish to a good 

year. 

The 6th Grade is well into 

its study of Minnesota his-

tory.  The Indian wars and 

Civil War are especially 

interesting .  We will be taking a trip 

to the Wright County Historical Soci-

ety Museum in May.  The students are 

excited, the teacher is excited.  It’s an 

exciting time! 

Mr. Muller 

The 6th grade has completed Chapter 8 involving integers and 

rational numbers. It wasn’t an odd sight a couple weeks ago to 

see almost all twelve of them up and moving as they walked a 

problem out on a number line. We have now moved on to Ge-

ometry. Chapter 9 will give us an introduction to lines, angles 

and polygons. 

 7th grade has made the transition from book to notes well. 

They have been working on linear functions and graphs. We 

will finish up a chapter on area and volume of different shapes 

in the next week or so and then move on to the Right Triangle.  

 8th grade has also made the transition well as we have cov-

ered topics of linear equations and all of the different equations 

to find the slope of a line, systems of equations, and exponen-

tial functions. The topics pushed the students to their limits and 

proved to be a challenge for most, although they did survive.  

We have just begun a chapter on Polynomials and factoring, 

yet another challenging chapter, although I am confident they 

will survive this as well. 

Mrs. Marsyla 

Middle School Mathematicians  



STFX Middle School Team 
 

Nancy Lenczewski:  MS Religion 

       MS Language Arts 

Erin Marsyla:   MS Math 

       MS Health 

Al Muller:    MS Social Studies 

Carol Fiedler:   MS Science 

Joy Swearingen:   K - 8 Music 

Lyn Fantauzza:   4—8 Band 

George Mead:   K - 8 Phy. Ed. 

Rachel Yakesh:   K - 8 Computer 

Gina Kowalczyk:    K - 8 Spanish 

Mary Mahon:     MS Art 

Jan Hance:    MS FACS 

Don Soupir:     MS Tech. Ed. 

After finishing meteorology, the study of weather, the 8th graders went 

deep into the oceans and took a look at marine biology.   They mapped the 

ocean floor, studied different marine mammals and fish and did some neat 

ocean projects.  They also dissected squid.  So there are models of differ-

ent reef fish, sea stars, crabs and coral plus posters on the goat fish, cuttle 

fish and blue tang fish gracing the science 

room.  Looking into the future the stars foretold  that 

astronomy was next up to bat.  This included the 

study of telescopes, the moon missions and the shut-

tle, the moon and planets and comets, meteors and 

asteroids and the life and death of stars.  They are 

now going way back and identifying different fossils 

and then we will check out the different dinosaurs and other ancient 

life.  There are some very nice models of space in the room also. 

 The 7th grade biologists have been busy studying and dissecting bigger 

animals.  They dissected fish, some nice walleyes, and an earth-

worm.  They did several experiments with crickets and meal-

worms, and made a booklet on arthropods.  They read an article 

on Frogs in Peril and made a great design on the whiteboard to 

illustrate these dangers!!  (Thanks, Anna!)  Reptiles rounded out 

that chapter and presently they are working on a mammal book-

let and learning some Minnesota mammals.  Next up was a 

huge chapter on birds.  This unit included a project also, with a 

wood duck box, some bluebird boxes and drawings of MN birds and a 

couple very nice loon reports.  Then we tackled mitosis and meiosis and 

next up is genetics and some ecology.  Rockets are ordered and we will be 

blasting off the last week of school. 

 The 6th graders have had their chemistry hats 

on.  They were busy mixing and identifying mysterious 

white powders, experimenting with cabbage juice and 

litmus papers identifying acids and bases, and working 

with such strange things as “slime”.  They also brought 

in water samples from home to test for pH.  This unit 

required goggles as a safety measure.  Another aspect 

of this unit was to dig deeper and learn the periodic 

table and learn to draw individual atoms and study radioactivity.  Next 

will be the study of geology, which entails volcanoes (thanks Iceland, for 

the update) and earthquakes (China and Haiti are giving us current data).  

Mrs. Fiedler 

Super Scientists 

iGive, our Lenten service project was a big 

success!  Thank you for participating in it.  

Congratulations to Drew Borgerding, who 

won the iPod in the raffle.  Most impor-

tantly, we raised $630.00 and the money 

was split between Sharing and Caring 

Hands and Feed My Starving Children.  

The students were very helpful with selling 

tickets and counting money 

and updating the websites.  

They took responsibility for 

the event and were all 

happy about the results. 

All of the classes finished Unit 5 and we 

are starting Unit 6 on the Sacraments.  Stu-

dents will study each sacrament.  We con-

tinue to celebrate the Feast of Easter and all 

of God’s blessings here at school. 

Mrs. Lenczewski 

Serving Others 

According to a Stanford sleep study, adolescents need nine hours and  

fifteen minutes of sleep, and children need 10. Lack of sleep can cause 

irritability and an inability to focus, so whether you're up late studying or 

chatting online with friends, enough sleep is important for any student. 

Power naps are ok during the day, as long as they're quick. Famous     

geniuses Albert Einstein and Leonardo da Vinci were known to take day 

naps, and doctors say that taking a 20-minute nap eight hours after you 

wake up is healthier than taking an extra 20 minutes to sleep in the   

morning. 

http://www.stanford.edu/~dement/adolescent.html
http://www.webmd.com/content/article/121/114118.htm

