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My role as principal has many facets ....
both good and bad. I would have to say
that my favorite area of my job is the op-
portunity that [ have to build relationships
with students. Ilove being able to visit
with them and find out what they like to do
outside of their school day—including ac-
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tivities such as hockey, baseball, gymnas-
tics, dance, karate, piano lessons, etc. I
also enjoy my monthly pizza parties with
those students selected from our Virtue of
the Month jar. It is in these casual conver-
sations that children share freely about
their pets, vacations, etc. and that I truly
get to know them as individuals.

Unfortunately there are occasions in which
I have to meet with students at times that
situations require discussion and can result
in a consequence or other disciplinary ac-
tions. Although this is part of my job, it is
certainly not my favorite part.

It is not unusual for a child to lie to avoid
punishment or to obtain something not al-
lowed. Still, lying is not acceptable and it
is important to convey this to children
every time it happens. Most of us would
agree that lying becomes easier the more it
is done, which is why it is necessary to
stop it immediately once discovered.

Why do children lie and how do we help
them to stop? Probably the number one
reason is because they are afraid of a par-

ent’s reaction. I’m sure this is true in situa-

Reminder

tions with other adults such as teachers and
principals too. When working with chil-
dren we need to eliminate fear by not react-
ing immediately, but just listening so that
children can trust us with the truth.

Unfortunately, if let go long enough, lying
can become a really bad habit. The best
way to eliminate a bad habit is to replace it
with a good one. Both of our children have
had habits of lying. Before punishing them
for lying, Jim and I would give them one
chance to take their statement back. If they
did, they did not get punished, rather we
would provide positive comments regard-
ing their honesty. After a while, the lying
has pretty much stopped altogether.

Finally, as adults we are very influential in
our children’s lives. We must therefore
model honesty. Hearing a parent lie can
convince a child that lying is okay, even
when told otherwise. Perhaps we tell a
telemarketer that the person they are look-
ing for (us) is not home. Maybe we make
up an excuse as to why we can’t meet a
friend for dinner, help with an event or
commit to a project. When we tell children
not to lie, but lie ourselves, we send a
mixed message. It is very important that
we model the behavior that we want and
expect our children to exemplify.

In Peace and Truth,

Kim

Please make sure that your child(ren) are following the Uniform Pol-
icy found on pages 19 and 20 in the Parent-Student Handbook—
especially in regard to shorts, skirts, socks and shoes.




Be it known to all who enter that Christ is the reason for this school.
He is the unseen but ever present teacher in its classrooms.
He is the model of its faculty and the inspiration of its students.

St. Francis Xavier School We Need Your Input!

Mission Statement

As an accredited school with the Minnesota Non-Public Schools Accrediting Association

Asaf flit h-filled (MNSAA), St. Francis Xavier School is held to high standards and continuous improve-
comn‘%.mlly » we foster | ment in all aspects of school life.
spiritual growth,

academic excellence Our staff has been working in different teams to compile data throughout the year in the
and a commitment to following standard areas: Mission and Philosophy, Curriculum and Instruction, Learner

Christ-centered Performance, School Climate and Facilities, Community Relations, Personnel, Leader-
values in the ship and Governance, School Strategic Plan, and Catholic Identity. We are now inviting
education of our all of you, our parents, to weigh-in too! A survey has been created to gather information
students. from each family in regard to your experience with St. Francis Xavier School. WE

WANT AND NEED 100% PARTICIPATION FOR THIS SURVEY!

Your information and responses will help guide our planning and goal setting process for
the future. Along with the data we have already compiled, we will use the information
obtained in this survey to help us determine specific areas that are considered strengths
and those that may be areas to grow in. This will allow us to formulate a school im-
provement plan based on the information provided by all.

In our efforts to “go green”, Mrs. Yakesh has created an online version of our survey.
We hope this is convenient for you. Please follow the link below and complete the sur-
vey by next Friday, May 7th. We thank you in advance and eagerly await your feedback.

Link to St. Francis Xavier School Survey (please paste the following in your browser
window to access survey if link does not work):

https://spreadsheets.google.com/viewform?formkey=dGpFOWo2aHB
aa0l0cFpuVINDWGVObmc6MQ

Bunk Beds Wanted

A Do you or
_I_,h S someone
Wil ~ Il you know
- have an ex-

— tra set of
- = bunk beds

= that are no

longer being

used? Deacon Otto is looking
On April 22nd, the 40th Anniversary of Earth Day, the St. Fran- | for a set to help a famlly in need.
cis Xavier 6th graders, spent an hour cleaning up the school | If you are able to help with this
grounds. They collected 12 garbage bags of litter, which in- request, please call him at 763-
cluded a lot of plastic, aluminum, branches, twigs, paper, candy | ge4.0075 ext. 104.
wrappers and one usable Frisbee!
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