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As parents and teachers, we want our childrelanguage. A child growing up in a home leafns
to learn things right away. This is typically nahe language spoken there. This is very truq if
the case. Almost always directions need to b& young child is exposed to another langua

repeated. There are questions and/or we hawarly in life and they have a constant exposyre,
to demonstrate, model and rgdgay lessons  an immersion, they learn that language.
before our children understand them. Some This is true when growing up in a family
times these things are easy, but often times thehink of it this way: you are immersed in thg
are difficult. household. The child learns everything of rge-

Constant exposure to honest, appropriate and2"¢€: value and importance to that family.
ideal expectations bears fruit. Children comeA household is not a neutral setting. What
away with the lessons and skills that we are of value and significance is passed on. If your
trying to teach. Probably the easiest and hartieusehold is full of Minnesota Vikings fans,
est lessons are those dealing with our Catholtbe chances are the children growing up in that

Peek at the Week
May 10—14
Monday, May 10
Sixth Graders to Camp Fole
Environmental Learning

uv)

Center Faith. Ideally in our world we want our chil- home will be, too. If you love being outdooryg,
i . dren to be respectful of all; accepting, caring,most likely so will your children. If you are
Eighth GRradﬁ Ctlass Trip 10 § thoughtful and courteous. We want our childreanservative, liberal, tolerant or intolerant,
ochester

to be, and live, good Christian lives. those values, too, are passed on.

Wednesday, May 12
All School Liturgy
9:00am Trinity Hall

Please join us for this
perfect prayer.

B.E.S.Td 3:15pn®d 5:00pm

Thursdav, May 13
5th Graders to Neu Park

Home and School Associatio
Meeting 7:00pm

BeingChristl i ke i s not al wehijesve waatgoythink of qurselvasya® om-
world is full of unChristian elements: racism,pletely Christian, then our actions and beha
prejudice, bigotry, discrimination and intoler- iors should be Christian at all times. As a

ance. Catholic school, we strive to be that way. P{b-

True authentic education comes when our chj¢ schoals, by strictly being p.Ub“C’ by law )
ave to remain neutral when it comes to fait

dren have true authentic experiences. Experl- . L
ormation. They are not Christian, nor can tijey

é)se. But a private, Catholic school can be. We
are able to immerse the child in the Faith copn-
pletely.

ences have lasting effects; that is why field
trips and guest speakers, are part of memori
that stay with children. BUT, even more sig-
nificantly are the lasting effects of what takes
place every day with a child. Daily routine, As parents we immerse our children in all thqt
procedures and habits can become so embedve hold dear. It is an awesome responsibilix/
Friday, May 14 ded that a child learns them, they have lastingiife and families are amazing, beautiful and
Kindergarten Fun with Fatherf effect, and they are not even questioned! Dailjonderful things. It is not always easy, but
St. Francis Xavier School Caf@-routines become foundational in the lives of gplease know we are in it with you; together
teriad 1:30pm children. To this day, there are things that | trying to achieve the very same goals. The
feel | must dé because of the foundation laidimmersion should be similar, we are always
by my parents. working in concert and together; haimdhand

That is why a Catholic School is so important.grOWing and nurturing young Catholic Chris-
Catholic schools are an extension of what is 12nS:

taught at home. Your belief in Christ and ad-I know it can be a sacrifice to send your chilg
herence to Christian faith is not ended or cut to a Catholic school, please know how mucH
off when your child comes to school. Itis, in-we appreciate and thank you for choosing Sj.
stead, embraced and nurtured. There is consigsancis Xavier. We would not be here withogt
tency. you. We are a team. We are in it together.

Growing
Our Seeds
Of Fglith

-
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Probably the deepest way to learn something is ) .

through total immersion. Whenyoutotally ' N Christos Peace,
engaged in something it has the highest impaRim

A simple example of this would be learning a




Be it known to all who enter that Christ is the reason for this school.
He is the unseen but ever present teacher in its classrooms.
He is the model of its faculty and the inspiration of its students.

St. Francis Xavier School
Mission Statement

As a faithfilled
community, we foster
spiritual growth,
academic excellence
and a commitment to
Christ-centered
values in the

education of our
students.

May Crowning

R |
Yesterday our students were fortunate to parti©ine of the defining aspects of being Catholid

pate in the celebration of May Crowning at thea devotion to Mary. Truly there is no Marian
Church. May Crowning is one of my very firstelebration more highly favored than May
"Catholic" memories. As a second grader in @yowning, the feast that recognizes Mary as
First Communion dress, | was the child with tlgueen of heaven and earth.

good fortune of carrying the crown down the

honor to Mary. | have a very clear memory ofwere assigned a very simple but very import
the entire ceremony. The white dress and veifple in the procession: we were each charge
the gold, satiny pillow that the crown was on with bringing one flower to place in a vase at
and of course the flowers. Everyone in schooMary's feet. It didn't take long for Mary to be
was asked to bring a flower which were then surrounded by several very large bougdets
combined to create beautiful bouquets to honamostly of tulips (which were pretty much the
Our Mother. Even the songs are étiind al-  only flower in season in early May).

aisle during the beautiful procession to bring | remember, as stud ein ts
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ways will bed in my head as welllmmaculate

Mary, Hail Holy Queerand, my favorite back | am very glad that the tradition of May Crowf-

then,Sing of Mary ing is alive and well at St. Francis Xavier

School. It is most certainly just as beautiful
memorable today as it was back in the mid
seventies.
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